Evaluation of the Ecodesign Directive 

Questions to stakeholders 

1. What are the particular strengths and/or the weaknesses of the Ecodesign Directive among the set of policy instruments used for promoting an improved environmental performance of products?

2. What is the nature of the claim that the Ecodesign Directive has failed to take into account environmental issues wider than energy-related matters? Are there examples related to existing or forthcoming Implementing Measures where significant wider issues were identified but have not been addressed? 

3. In which areas specifically, could there be closer integration between the Ecodesign Directive and legislation such as the Energy Labelling Directive, WEEE and ROHS? Are there specific examples of conflicts, overlaps or missed opportunities? 

4. It has been suggested that the Directive has had an important ‘announcement effect’ encouraging industry to modify (improve) products in anticipation of the Regulations. Further comment on this process would be useful, particularly if stakeholders can cite particular instances of the effect.

5. We have seen that information on current or recent developments in the markets covered by existing Implementing Measures or those that are in pipeline is quite scarce. Any contributions from stakeholders in this area would assist greatly.
6. Further comment would be helpful on whether or not the Directive has actually encouraged technological and other forms of innovation, and how.

7. Where have there been specific problems arising from the absence of appropriate standards for particular products? 

8. Can the Ecodesign Directive be adapted to address the case of complex products or systems better? 
9. Could you please provide any additional data to the  limited evidence we have  on the costs to enterprises both of contributing to the development of Implementing Measures and of the costs associated with conforming to the Regulations. 

10. Are there specific examples, of problems related to market surveillance and enforcement?  

Extension of the Directive 

Case studies

1. Are there any mistakes or omissions in any part of the analysis relating to the identification of the key environmental aspects, the relevant life cycle stages of the products examined or the conclusions on the appropriateness of the different policy options? 
2. Are there examples of standards or other life cycle oriented tools and practices used by firms in the sector that cover one or more environmental aspects of the products under consideration ?
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